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Wallace 
To Account 


There’s a scenario making the rounds 
here in which George C. Wallace, dar- 
ling of the “little man” but precious 
few regular Democrats, comes into the 
1976 national convention with ‘enough 
delegates to walk away as the Mm- 
inee. In the scenario, the Democratic 
Party goes straight to hell,; splittihg, 
as they used to . say, asunder— lib- 
erals and moderates one way, the Wal- 
lace troops another. -W-;. 

Whether that happens . or tiot cife- 
pends on events yet to unfold, particu* 
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larly Wallace’s performance in the 30 
or so presidential primaries where 
about two thirds of the delegates will 
be selected. 

But to a man, the other presidential 
candidates have done nothing more 
than swear off Wallace as a running 
mate, refusing thus far to question his 
presidential qualifications openly* not 
to mention his health. ^ 

Both of these, however, af e fair 
questions that should be aired by the 
other Democratic candidates. The 
longer they wait, the loriger Wallace 
has to fine-tune the money-raising ap- 
paratus he has assembled in Mont- 
gomery. By the time New Hampshire 
calls the primary field for 1976, the 
competition may find it’s too l$te. ~ . 

Wallace up to now has been treated 
with kid gloves, not being Called to 
acco-unt, for instance, for the wayyih 
which he has governed Alabama ;jfor 
all but two years since 1962. To some, 
his performance has been disastrous, 
a record which is the envy of no gov- 
ernor and one which any other goveril- 
or would be asked to answer for. 

Wallace has left the state pretty 
much as he found it — a southern 
backwater, bringing up the rear in' just 
about every category of public service. 
In education, for instance, the state .'is 
ranked 50th in per. pupil expenditure, 
a slip of two notches during Wallace’s 
reign. The remainer of the statistic is 
by now familiar, but they are. worth 
mentioning. In per capitals inconie, 
Alabama is 49th; in infant -survivabil- 
ity, it is 48th; in number of dbcfors 


And when Alabamans take- the anhed 
forces equivalent of an IQ test, ohly 
persons from two other states . do 
worse. . 7 

w 1 !; ■ t>s n0 rec °rd to boast Of, 
and Wallace may fairly argue that It’s 
all not his fault. Even the best of "ad- 
ministrations could not have turned 
rural Alabama around in 12 years. But 
the record also seems to say that Wal- 
lace has not even attempted the 'feat. 
The statistics point to a tax structure 
where the poor bear a disproportion- 
ate share of the burden and where thb / 
rich and corporations are treated with 
fiscal deference. Even Wallace conced- 
ed the tax structure is regressive. He 
says Alabama likes it that way., . 

When the nation looked to govern- 
ors as presidential candidates, it did 

so for reasons other than the fact 
that they controlled convention dele- 
gates. Governors were widely, seen as 
the American politicians whose jobs 
most closely approximated the presi- 
dency. With the exception of foreign 
policy, there was little a New York 
or California governor would ericoiiht- 
er in the White House that had. hot 
come across his desk in somp recognis- 
able form in Albany or Sacramento’. 
Therefore it was reasonable to look 
at a governor’s record for genuine 
clues as to how be would perform on 
a national scale. 

^What clues are there in the case 
of Wallace? It's a fair question, and 
one the other Democratic candidates 
have a right to pose.- Where is the 
little New Deal he has brought to a 
state that sorely needs one? • v? ’ 
Wallace’s response may very well 
turn out to be that the best govern- 
ment is the one that govern^ least— 
that Alabama under his ' reign has 
escaped the expensive social experi- 
menta °f pointy-headed- intellectuals. 
The ‘little man” may opt for that re- 
sponse, but he has a right t.o hear the 
debate. On foreign polled, too, the 
j-j ‘-vor cnunCiated iiy a 

candidate with no experience, in the 
field and whose statements bn Viet- 
nam come down to .something like 
“We should have fought iti to win, or 
not fought at all.” . .. 

In the end, the dilemma for, tM 
Democratic candidates is howV to sep- 
arate Wallace from his constitilbhcy 
without alienating his following-. 

‘ surgical bombing” one Democratic 
pro called it with apologies to' Robert 
McNamara; . .. . : 

• It’s a risky undertaking,, blit 
not without the hope of reward The 
candidate who succeeds will bmerg^ 
as the giant killer of 1976 and at 
least distinguish himself from field 
where blandness appears to be the 
company ethic. The deed will hive tb 
be done sooner or later because Wal- 
lace, as the polls keep, saying, is a 
force to contend with. /y 

The Democrats who don’t wint hifh 
on the ticket had better’ start- contend- 
ing. 


